
The light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness did not overcome it.

We’ve seen the truth of this promise in
2020. The dates below tell just some of
the story of a remarkable year. We had
to learn to do almost everything
differently – worship, learn, serve,
communicate, share communion, pray,
give, care for the facility, care for our
neighbors, care for one another.

But God remained faithful. You
remained faithful. The light of Christ
continued to shine around us and
through us.

I give thanks to God for the faith and
flexibility St. Thomas demonstrated in
2020. St. Thomas members seized this
unexpected season as an opportunity to
grow, give, and glow with the light of
Christ. The most common response from
our leaders and members, when faced
with challenge or disappointment, was
the baptismal promise: “I will, with God’s
help.”

We look back at 2020 with thanksgiving
for God’s provision. We look ahead to
2021 in hope, trusting that the light will
continue to shine.
Blessings,
Grace

St. Thomas Episcopal Church
Columbus, GA
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11 - Trees Columbus led a tree walk on our
property. We didn’t know it would be our last

Wednesday dinner for the year.
 
 

1 - Mailed Holy Week @ Home packets: bulletins, activity sheets, & palm cross. 
2 - Boxwood FANN started meeting at St. Thomas due to closure of Boxwood

Rec Center. They later moved to Carver Heights Presbyterian.
3 - Bishop Wright issued a directive allowing no activities on church property

other than essential services. Fortunately, Holy Week services had been filmed.
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05

6  - Teacher
Appreciation Drive

Thru event at
Brewer Elementary.
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17 - East Carver Heights
Neighborhood

Community
Development

Corporation was officially
incorporated

1 - All Saints’ Day
and Children’s

parade. Learning
and Eucharist on

the Lawn launched
at 9:30 on
Sundays.

 

11 - First
communion

service at the
labyrinth.

21 -  First noon
Eucharist
outside.

8 - Pledge packet
& casserole

 pick up.
22 - Advent 

pick up.
29 - First Sunday
in Advent, with
daily devotions

written by
parishioners

13 - The Merry Organ -
Online concert by
musicians of the

American Guild of
Organists.

20 - Convocational
Lessons and Carols

online.
 

01 02

14 - St. Thomas Day School announced
cancellation of in-person classes.

15 - First services on YouTube Live, streamed
from Chapel and Nave.

16 -  Launched Daily Spiritual Adventures
newsletter, prayer group met on Zoom for the first
time, and first service of Evening Prayer online.

18  - First Choir Call check-in.

5 - First virtual choir performance of hymns for prerecorded service.
5 -12  - Holy Week and Easter @ Home, with prerecorded services for

Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, the Great Vigil, and Easter Sunday and
live services for Palm Sunday at 8 am, Good Friday, and Holy Saturday.

12 - First Easter Hymn Sing from the McKnight home.
15 - WNN re-opens to serve clients after being closed one week.

19 - Began pattern of 8 am live worship led by Rev. Grace (from the
rectory at first) and 10:30 am prerecorded worship led by many, including

former members of St. Thomas.

The Light Shines in Darkness:

23 - St. Thomas Choir presented
Vivaldi’s Gloria as a benefit for WNN.

26 - Ash Wednesday
29 - Leap day! St. Thomas Youth won

Best Theme at the VIP Bed Race.

5 - The Three Kings
visited A Simple

Gathering for Epiphany.

2020 Timeline Review

27 - First Lunch
and Neighbor

Check-In at East
Carver Heights.

14 - Summer study of
Genesis: The In-Between

Texts began.
17 - Vestry launched
Renewal Fund with a

challenge gift .

19 & 20  -  25th
Anniversary TAP boxes
packed at St. Thomas

for delivery.
28 - CVEM launched
Striving for Justice

movie nights.

2- Conference Call
Bible Study began.

13-17 - Camp
Compassion Online VBS
with messages, music,
yoga, and compassion

crafts and activities

17 - St. Thomas
Day School started

the 2020-2021
school year in-

person.
23 - First livestream
of the 10:30 service.

1 - Fr. Edward
joined the staff.

13 - Bishop
Wright’s virtual visit.

 

20 - First service at
the labyrinth, with

new benches
installed around the

path. The Altar
Guild got busy
supporting in-

person services.

21 - Longest Night labyrinth
walk & online service the

grief of this year.
24 - Christmas Eve

Pilgrimage, Drive thru
communion, online pageant

& service, and outdoor
service.

31 - New Year’s Eve

4 - Drive thru
Pet Blessing.
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