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Beginning AnewBeginning AnewBeginning Anew

Wednesday night gatherings - hopefully in February
Children’s Sunday School in January
Journey Groups in February
Wonderful Wednesdays for Episcokids in February
Brewer Buddies 
Youth and Young adults under the leadership of Taylor Mack, our new Director of
Youth and Young Adult Ministries
And more!

You heard this phrase in November as the theme for our fall pledge campaign, which
St. Thomas parishioners supported so generously. Now we get to live it out! 

Read ahead for opportunities to Worship, Learn, Serve, and Connect in old and new
ways in this Season after the Epiphany. We look forward to Beginning Anew our - 

What an exciting time to be part of St. Thomas. Join us as we Begin Anew in 2022!

Grace

at 
ST. THOMAS

stthomascolumbus.org or office@stthomascolumbus.org for more information



WORSHIPWORSHIPWORSHIP
Lessons for this season focus our attention on

“The Work of Jesus.”
January 9 (The Baptism of our Lord) - Gathering the Wheat
January 16 (2nd Sunday after the Epiphany) - Saving the Party
January 23 (3rd Sunday after the Epiphany) - Declaring Good News
January 30 (4th Sunday after the Epiphany) - Speaking the Truth
February 7 (5th Sunday after the Epiphany) - Catching People
February 14 (6th Sunday after the Epiphany) - Blessing & Warning
February 21 (7th Sunday after the Epiphany) - Training in Love

stthomascolumbus.org or office@stthomascolumbus.org for more information

Family Eucharist
2nd Sundays at 4 pm in the

Chapel
 

This service is designed to
help very young children
learn our patterns for
worship. On January 9, we will
focus on the Baptism of Jesus,
and on February 13 we will
hear about Absalom Jones,
the first African-American
priest in the Episcopal
Church. Adult children are
welcome as well!

Baptism at
St. Thomas

 
Our next scheduled baptism
dates are the Baptism of our
Lord on January 9, the Easter
Vigil on April 16, and the Day
of Pentecost on June 5. To
schedule baptism, contact
Rev. Grace.  

Looking Ahead to Lent
 

Ash Wednesday is on March 2. 
Service times will be announced in

February. 

Wednesday Evening
Eucharist

 
Resumes February 9 at 5:30 in
the Chapel. 

Zoom Evening Prayer
 

Join us for Evening Prayer on
Zoom at 5:30 on Tuesday and
Thursday. Contact church
office for the link. 



LEARNLEARNLEARN

Sunday Adult Formation
Jesus According to ________.

 
January 9 - February 6. 9:30 am, 

church library & online
Why does the New Testament contain four
differing narratives about Jesus – i.e., four
‘Gospels’? Why isn’t it good enough to have
just one? For five Sundays beginning
January 9, Dr. Denny Clark leads a quick
exploration of how and why the Gospels
differ from one another. What is the ‘Good
News’ that each tells, and how does that fit
the needs of its original audience? The first
session sets the framework for the series,
with the subsequent weeks dealing in turn
with each New Testament Gospel,
beginning with the earliest to be written,
Mark’s Gospel.

Thursday Women's Bible Study
 

Thursdays 10-11 am
The Rev. Cindy Cox Garrard leads this
deeper dive for women into our Sunday
lectionary readings. This study will resume
Jan. 13, 2022. This group meets by
conference call, but they hope to begin
meeting in person in the parlor from 10 to
11 am later in the spring. When that
occurs, in-person participants will need to
be COVID-19 vaccinated and wear masks.
The conference call line will still be open
for those who prefer to call in. New
participants welcome!

Journey Groups
 

A new journey begins February 9, using Manna and Mercy, a
summary of the Bible by Daniel Erlander. In addition to
providing an overview of the entire Bible, this resource also
helps us interpret the Bible as “a brief history of God’s
unfolding promise to mend the entire universe.” 
Each week mall groups will discuss a reading from the book
and a short video by South African pastor Alan Storey, a
leader in anti-apartheid, racial healing and peace-making
efforts. Journey Groups will meet in-person or online on
Sundays or Wednesdays from February 9 to May 11, with a
break for Holy Week and Easter. If you need help putting the
puzzle of the Bible together in new ways, and if you want to
connect with others who are on the same journey, this is for
you! Watch for an opportunity to sign up and order the book
later in January!

stthomascolumbus.org or office@stthomascolumbus.org for more information



Martin Luther
King Jr.

Weekend
Our city has not yet
announced plans for
celebrating Dr. King’s
legacy, but we know
St. Thomas members
will want to take part.
We will keep you
informed as we hear
more. We will also
honor Dr. King’s work
in our worship on
January 16. 

Brewer Buddies & Partnership
Update

Thank you to everyone who donated Socks
and Underwear to the Brewer Clothes Closet! 
 The clothes closet is now well stocked and
ready for the New Year!
We are providing Box Lunches to the Teachers
and Staff at Brewer Elementary when they
return from the Holiday break on January 5th.
We are currently organizing the return of our
Brewer Buddy Partnership Tutoring Program! 
 Please stay tuned for more information on
this in the very near future!  

St. Thomas Creation Keepers
Invitations

Participate in Citizen Science!
 

Journeynorth.org allows all to submit pictures
and observations of migratory bird and
butterfly patterns from here in West GA. 

And find GIPL (Georgia Interfaith Power &
Light) on Facebook to discover their listening
events where Codi Nored invites a faith leader
or environmental activist to a conversation on
the intersections of faith, climate, and justice. 

SERVESERVESERVE

stthomascolumbus.org or office@stthomascolumbus.org for more information

WNN Shoppers
Love to find a bargain?
WNN shoppers shop
for needed items
between Thursday
and Sunday evening
so that WNN has
needed items to start
the week on Monday.
To support this new
ministry, donate
money through St.
Thomas for WNN or
sign up with the
church office to be a
shopper. 

Direct Service Volunteers
Since January 2021, CVEM has provided over
$70,000 in financial assistance to neighbors
helping with housing, transportation, utilities,
and education. This work is done primarily by
volunteers who contact clients by phone and
enter data. CVEM is recruiting new volunteers
who can be trained for this important work.
Contact CVEM or the church office for more
information.

Path to Shine - Columbus Update
At the PTS-Columbus Christmas Party each
student received at least two books and the
coats collected by St. Thomas. Students also
painted cards and ornaments for their
families. 
If you are interested in being a mentor for
Path to Shine in 2022 we need you! High
school, college students, and beyond are
welcome to join. Contact Lisa Herring or the
church office for more information. 

https://journeynorth.org/


Epiphany 
 Celebration

January 5, 6-7:15 pm
Join us for a celebration in
the parish hall at the end of
the Christmas Season. The
Magi will join us for dinner
and photos, followed by the
premier of our Episcokids
Epiphany Pageant video.
Because the Magi visited
Jesus in his home, the
church developed a custom
of blessing homes in the
season after the Ephiphany.  
We will receive kits for
blessing our homes at
Epiphany. We will end with
a simple Eucharist around
tables. We ask all to wear
masks except when actively
eating or drinking. We will
spread out around the hall.
Reservations are needed.
Sign up at
stthomascolumbus.org/
upcoming-events

Annual Meeting
January 30, following the
10:30 service in the Nave

 
Join us to celebrate what we
accomplished together in
2021 and look ahead to
2022. We will hear updates,
share our thanks, and elect
new vestry members.

CONNECTCONNECTCONNECT   

stthomascolumbus.org or office@stthomascolumbus.org for more information

Feast of the
Presentation

February 2
Join us for dinner from
5:30-6:15 followed by an
intergenerational activity
and brief service recalling
the Song of Simeon and the
witness of Anna. On this
day, we remember the
presentation of Jesus in the
Temple and we bless
candles to use in our
homes as we celebrate the
light of the world! Sign up
at stthomascolumbus.org/
upcoming-events

Help Us Connect!
 

Volunteers are needed to
serve as Sunday Coffee
Hosts. For now, you don’t
need to bring any food, but
we do need a few people to
help return items to the
kitchen after Sunday
fellowship time is over. This
is a good way for children
and families to serve, or a
couple, or a few friends
working together. Contact
office@stthomascolumbus.
org to sign up.

Parish Hall
Renovation

 
The Parish Hall is scheduled
to get a new coat of paint in
January. The work will take
a few weeks. New carpet
and other additions will
follow. Thanks to Judy
Harding for a generous gift
to help fund this
renovation. 

mailto:office@stthomascolumbus.org


Evening Prayer and Eucharist at 5:30.
Dinner served in the parish hall from 5:30 to 6:15. After 6:15, to-go plates will be
available on the buffet. 
Nursery open from 6 to 8:30.
Episcokids from 6:15 to 7:15 in the narthex. 
Prayers around tables at 6:20.
Youth and adult programming at 6:30. 
Choir from 6:30 to 8:30 in the choir room.

We are eager to resume regular Wednesday gatherings in 2022 once the Parish Hall is
painted. 

Our usual schedule will be -
 

We hope to resume on February 9 when Journey Groups resume. Vestry will monitor Covid
conditions and hospitalizations and announce changes if needed. For now we expect that
masks will be required throughout the evening except when eating. 

WEDNESDAYSWEDNESDAYSWEDNESDAYS

stthomascolumbus.org or office@stthomascolumbus.org for more information

Wednesday Dinner
Returning in February, we hope!

 
Make a reservation and join us! An entrée with two sides will
be served from the kitchen, with vegetarian or gluten-free
options available by reservation. Menus will be posted one
month at a time. To reduce lines and crowding, water, cutlery,
bread, and dessert will be on tables. Tea or other drinks will
be on the buffet. To help us plan adequately and reduce
waste, reservations will be required. Meals will be served on a
“pay what you can” basis, with a suggested amount of $7.50
per adult, $5 per child, and $25 per family. Pay online when
you make your reservation. We want everyone to participate
regardless of ability to pay. Sign up through our website at
stthomascolumbus.org/upcoming-events.

Wednesday Dinner Helpers
 

Volunteers will be needed to help set tables before the meal and bring dishes
to the buffet after the meal. Contact office@stthomascolumbus.org if you are
willing to help out. You can sign up to help as often as your schedule permits.

Wednesday Evening Eucharist
 

We plan to resume this service when Wednesday
programming resumes at 5:30 in the Chapel.

mailto:office@stthomascolumbus.org


Celebrate Epiphany
January 5, 6-7:15 pm

Join us for dinner with the
Magi! Watch the video
premier of our Episcokids
Epiphany Pageant. We will
receive kits for blessing our
homes at Epiphany and end
with a simple Eucharist
around tables. Reservations
are needed. Sign up at
stthomascolumbus.org/
upcoming-events

Shine Time Resumes
Sunday morning, 9:30 - 10:15

beginning January 9
 

Tiny Twinklers (3 years -
pre-K), will meet with Ms.
Kelli and Ms. Kristie, while
our older Episcokids will
meet with Ms. Erin and
friends! Whirl curriculum
brings worship and Sunday
school together! A video,
music, scripture, activities
and prayer will keep us
busy and learning!

Children's Chapel
resuming January 9, during

10:30 Sunday worship
 

At the sequence hymn
before the gospel reading,
children follow the petite
cross and leaders to the
Parish Hall. We will
continue to follow our
service order and use The
Sunday Paper to share our
lectionary story of the day.
Children return for
Eucharist at the Peace.

EPISCOKIDSEPISCOKIDSEPISCOKIDS

stthomascolumbus.org or office@stthomascolumbus.org for more information

Animal Meeting 
January 30, during the Annual Meeting

While youth and adults conduct the business of our Parish
Annual Meeting (immediately following the 10:30 service), our
annual Children's "Animal Meeting" takes place. Episcokids are
invited to bring their favorite stuffed animal from home to
conduct some serious animal antics of our own. 

Episcokid Wonderful Wednesdays
resuming February 9, 6:15 - 7:15, narthex and patio

Ms. Erin and Ms. Katie gather with Episcokids 4 years old to 5th
grade after dinner (in the Parish Hall or on your own). In
February, we look at stories from the Old Testament of the
Bible, which adults will be studying in Journey Groups. We will
grow in our relationship with God and each other as we explore,
play, and discover new ways to live out  our faith together. We
encourage parents to join our adult offerings during this time.
We are mirroring what adults will be learning through Journey
Groups in February. 



Welcome, Taylor Mack!
We are delighted to welcome Taylor to our staff as our new
Director of Youth and Young Adults. Taylor was formed in
faith as a youth at St. Thomas. She majored in Recreation
at Georgia Southern, which she describes as learning to
design meaningful human experiences. While at Georgia
Southern, she served as President of the Episcopal Campus
Ministry. She took part in young adult ministries in
Huntsville, Alabama, while living there with her husband,
Jeremy. We are delighted to welcome them back to this
area and to St. Thomas! She begins her work on January 1.
Opportunities for youth and young adults to meet with
Taylor and other plans for the groups will be announced
later in January. 

ST. THOMAS YOUTHST. THOMAS YOUTHST. THOMAS YOUTH

stthomascolumbus.org or office@stthomascolumbus.org for more information

Music Notes
St. Thomas Choir resumes rehearsals on Wednesday
January 12 from 6:30 - 8:30 pm in the choir room.  The
choir will be preparing music for regular worship services
and  for the pilgrimage to Ireland in July of 2022. Deadline
to sign up for the pilgrimage is January 15. Singers and
‘friends of the choir’ are welcome to go with us. Details can
be found at stthomascolumbus.org/music.

MUSICMUSICMUSIC

Save-the-date!
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper!

Tuesday, March 1
 

Youth will help with this annual festive event to celebrate
the end of the Season after the Epiphany and help prepare

us for Lent. 


